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Congratulations to our foundation member, Peter Harman, who 
turns 80 this month.  Since our club was formed Peter has been 
actively involved as President, Membership Officer and Golf 
Convenor and I am sure you all wish him well on achieving this 
milestone. 

You would have all received an email from Peter requesting you 
check your details in the Club Membership Register and provide 
confirmation to him.  You have the choice of adding your birth 
year, so we can celebrate milestones.  This is optional of course. 

This past week has been a different one again for all of us.  The 
Anzac Day tradition lives on, despite the restrictions that we have 
all had to accept. Our dawn service is usually held in 
Templestowe and our local State and Federal members, Matthew 
Guy and Kevin Andrews, normally deliver moving speeches.  
Peggy and I will be there next year! 

Russ continues to produce some incredible Newsletters.  On 
behalf of the committee and all of you, a special thanks to him 
for keeping us all connected in such a wonderful way. 

RON’S JOKE 
I have the most loving wife. I woke up last night while she was 
holding a pillow tightly over my face to protect me from the 
corona virus! 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
(second tranch) 

Glenys Chalk 
Pater Harman 

Lorraine Mannering 

BIRTHDAYS 
APRIL 27 –31 

Philip Bolger 
Glenys Chalk 

Peter Harman 
Lorraine Mannering 

MAY 1—10 
John Astle 

Barbara Mathews 
Chresley Robson 

Brian Murphy 
Robert VanWoerkom 

Stay well. 

CALENDAR OF 
ACTIVITIES 

online activities using Zoom 

28 April Investors Group 
Commencing online @ 
7:30pm Review of the parlous 
state of 2020 investments. 

2 May—Solo—time to be advised 
5 May—Committee meeting 

commencing 10:00am 
13 May—Canasta Group—time 

to be advised 
19 May—Discussion Group— 

Topic to be advised shortly 
26 May—Investors Group—

anticipating some recovery in 
investments :-) 

28 May—Book Groups 1 & 2 
What other activities can 

members come up with that can 
be undertaken online? 

Thanks 
Our thanks to Lisa Zuccala for her assistance with Morning Tea duties at the 
March meeting.  We also extend our appreciation to Lorna Johnson for her 
plates of tasty sandwiches which, from comments received, were delicious 
and quickly devoured.   
Wishing you are all well and hope it won’t be too long before our isolation is 
soon over and we can all meet again ASAP. 
Warmest Regards 
Shirley and Chresley 

The Probus Club of Greythorn is supported 
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Poetry Corner 
STIR CRAZY (AGAIN) 
Hello, hello, it’s me again, 
I’ve got some news that I can send. 

The rains came down, oh what a mess, 
I did a panic, I confess, 
Gutters chocker—blocked with leaves, 
The water’s getting under eaves. 

Tradies needed, trees to chop, 
Gutters cleaned, panic to stop. 

I’ve started gardening with the hoe, 
I weed, I trim, I plant, I sow, 
The beans are up, the spinach too, 
They show they really love cow poo 
Well that’s all folks, it’s time to stop, 
I’ve got the bathroom floor to mop. 

Deirdre Lancaster 
April 2020 

Medical Term Definition 

Artery The study of paintings 

Bacteria Back door to cafeteria 

Barium What doctors do when patients die 

Benign What you be, after you be eight 

Caesarean Section A neighborhood in Rome 

Cat scan Searching for Kitty 

Cauterize Made eye contact with her 

Colic A sheep dog 

Coma A punctuation mark 

Dilate To live long 

Enema Not a friend 

Fester Quicker than someone else 

Fibula A small lie 

Impotent Distinguished, well known 

Labor Pain Getting hurt at work 

Medical Staff A Doctor's cane 

Morbid A higher offer 

Nitrates Rates of Pay for Working at Night,  
Normally more money than Days 

Node I knew it 

Outpatient A person who has fainted 

Pelvis Second cousin to Elvis 

Post Operative A letter carrier 

Recovery Room Place to do upholstery 

Rectum Nearly killed him 

Secretion Hiding something 

Seizure Roman Emperor 

Tablet A small table 

Terminal Illness Getting sick at the airport 

Tumor One plus one more 

Urine Opposite of you're out 

Sitting on the side of the highway waiting to catch 
speeding drivers, a Police Officer sees a car puttering 
along at 22 KPH. 
Says he to himself: "This driver is just as dangerous as a 
speeder!"  
So he turns on his lights and pulls the driver over. 
Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old 
ladies, Two in the front seat and three in the back...wide 
eyed and white as ghosts. 
The driver, obviously confused, says to him "Officer, I 
don't understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit! 
What seems to be the problem?" 
"Ma'am," the officer replies, "you weren't speeding, but 
you should know that driving slower than the speed 
limit can also be a danger to other drivers."  
"Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the 
speed limit exactly...Twenty-two kilometers an 
hour!" ....the old woman says a bit proudly.  
The Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to 
her that 22 is the highway number, not the speed limit. 
A bit embarrassed, the woman grins and thanks the 
officer for pointing out her error. 
"But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have to ask....Is 
everyone in this car OK? These women seem awfully 
shaken, and they haven't made a peep this whole time," 
the officer asks. 
"Oh, they'll be all right in a minute officer. We just got 
off Highway 189.."  

Medical Terminology 
Studies have demonstrated that 
some people have the lowest stress 
rate because they do not 
understand the seriousness of 
most medical terminology. 
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Discussion Group 
The Discussion meeting on Tues 21 April was ‘Zoomed’ as 
scheduled opening to the strains of Ben Lee and ‘we’re all 
in this together’ and 11 participants. 
After salutations and ‘mic’ switching the 1st  presentation 
on ‘Coranavirus’ was started. 

This Presentation covered 
the main statistics 
appertaining to Australia and 
some World comparisons.  
Noting that Australian 
outcomes to date have 
yielded extremely good 
results and giving a 
thankfully big return for the 
massive changes in lifestyle 
we have gone through in 
social separation/isolation. 

Special attention given to the unbelievable spending by 
Governments to minimise the social effect on loss of jobs 
and generate a base for recovery. 
Some time spent on how this expenditure would be 

recovered. 
Questions arise on many fronts-Airlines and Tourism, 
Universities, Sport, Schools and National Security of 
Supplies to name a few.  

The 2nd Presentation covered  Ann and Roy living in the 

Book Group 1 
More than half of the group’s thirteen members 
participated in a successful Zoom meeting on Thursday, 
23rd April - quite large to manage on Zoom.  The group is 
having general discussion about various books we have 
been reading in lieu of our usual meeting structure as it is 
too difficult for everyone to access the one book during 
current library closures to many services. 
Book Group 1 plans to meet again on 28th May if not 
before.   
Patricia 

Graphic representation of the 
Coronavirus—scientific analysis indicated 
that is grey towards clear—no coloured 
protuberances 

Country for some 20yrs- in photos. This covered the jobs 
involved in looking after 60 acres with a large house 
garden and running cattle.  
The location at Murrindindi just south of Yea with the 
wide variation in weather and including Black Saturday 7 
Feb 2009. 

Welfare Report 
Pat Pascoe recovering at home following recent 
surgery for breast cancer.  Our best wishes to her 
and to anyone else recovering from illness at 
present. 

It is good to hear that so many of our members so far 
seem to be escaping the usual colds and flu so 
common this time of the year. A small reward for our 
isolation which I am sure we are all finding more 
difficult the longer it continues. 
Veronica 

Book Group 2 
Our second Zoom Book Group meeting on Thursday 23rd 
was most successful. This month we split the meeting, 
organised by Lyn, into 2 parts with a break in the middle 
for cups of tea and cake. The meeting then resumed with 
all members in attendance. 
Dark Emu, the book under discussion has caused a degree 
of controversy due to the author, Bruce Pascoe, claiming 
Aboriginal heritage. He claims that the Aboriginal people 
were not purely hunter/ gathers but had a more settled 
and structured way of life in pre-Colonial times. 
Over all we found this book very interesting and it raised 
many issues that questioned preconceived impressions.  
Included in the text were many passages taken from early 
explorers diaries (no doubt well selected) which added 
evidence to his argument that pre-colonial Aboriginals 
had a pan-continental government that generated peace 
and prosperity. 
We also watched a recent “Australian Story “ exploring 
the method of Aboriginal fire management. 
Joan 
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Canasta Group 
On Friday 24th about 9 members of the Canasta Group 
successfully ‘zoomed’ a group gathering. 

We will zoom again on regular meeting day—time to be 
advised.  The group is trying to find online canasta game 
for 4 players of the group to play (ie not robots, or 
international gamers!). A quick search shows such are not 
readily available so may be a chat group till then. 
Roy 

Roy 
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A Great Walk 
A group set out on a coolish 
morning for the Probus Club 
Walking Group’s usual 
concept walk.  Starting out 
shortly after 10:00am we 
gathered at the starting 
point at the parking area in 
Harrison Avenue after a 
relatively uneventful drive in 
these traffic reduced times. 
The prospect of a shower or 
two didn’t dampen spirits, 
but coats were donned in 
case of increased dampness. 

The first section of the walk was along a wide and well 
maintained path leading to an observation point.  After 
that spot the path narrowed a little as it wound alongside 
a well grassed area. 
Passing an interesting basalt outlier the path led to a 
lovely beach alongside wide sandstone platforms.  The 
sea was showing some of its strength with large waves 
beating up onto the edge of the sandstone. 
As we neared 
“Storm Point” the 
path led back off 
the beach and 
through a very 
attractive section 
of native 
vegetation, 
coming back 
above the rocky 
area at “Storm 
Point”.  From this point the view was toward the Bald Hill 
section of the path but, in true Probus Walking Group 
fashion, time indicated it was the point to about turn and 
head back to the vehicle park. 
Naturally, in true PWG fashion, the walkers headed for 
the coffee and muffins that generally follow a wonderful 
walk. 
One possible downside of this 
walk was that the group was a 
little smaller than our normal 
group, with only two walkers 
turning up.  Never mind, the walk 
was great and the coffee and 
muffins certainly didn’t 
disappoint. 
Walk leader:  Liz Dawe 

ATTORNEY: ‘Doctor, before you performed the 
autopsy, did you check for a pulse?’ 
WITNESS:  No. 
ATTORNEY: ‘Did you check for blood pressure?’ 
WITNESS:  No. 
ATTORNEY: ‘Did you check for breathing?’ 
WITNESS:  No. 
ATTORNEY: ‘So, then it is possible that the patient 
was alive when you began the autopsy?’ 
WITNESS:  No. 
ATTORNEY: ‘How can you be so sure, Doctor?’ 
WITNESS:  Because his brain was sitting on my 
desk in a jar. 
ATTORNEY: ‘I see, but could the patient have still 
been alive, nevertheless?’ 
WITNESS:   Yes, it is possible that he could have 
been alive and practicing law. 

Olny srmat poelpe can  raed tihs.  I cdnuolt blveiee 
taht I cluod aulaclty  uesdnatnrd  waht I was 

rdanieg. The phaonmneal pweor of the hmuan 
mnid, aoccdrnig   to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde 
Uinervtisy, it deosn't mttaer in waht  oredr the 

ltteers in a wrod are, the olny iprmoatnt tihng is 
taht the  frist and lsat ltteer be in the rghit pclae. 

The rset can be a taotl mses  and you can sitll raed 
it wouthit a porbelm.  Tihs is bcuseae the huamn 
mnid deos not raed ervey  lteter by istlef, but the 

wrod as a wlohe.  Amzanig  huh? yaeh and I awlyas 
tghuhot slpeling  was ipmorantt! if you can raed 
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TAKE CARE—the scammers and computer virus 
spreaders are using references to COVID in an effort 
to get people to open emails that may contain 
malicious content 

International Affairs 

Mr Trump had yet another press conference the 
other day.   
I heard him say that he was “going to watch very 
closely for the invisible enemy.” 
Good luck with that. 



PETER HARMAN 
80th BIRTHDAY ROAST 

Baby Photos 
Not entirely sure if we have the earliest photo of 
Peter—things were a little different way back then in 
1940. 

Title: A WOLF IN SHEEPS 
CLOTHING.  

THIS STORY IS BASED ON TRUE EVENTS. ONLY THE 
NAMES REMAIN THE SAME TO PROTECT THE 
INNOCENT.  
My memory tells me that the incident occurred at the 2012 AFL 
Grand Final.  
I was relatively new to Greythorn Probus but had come to know, like 
and appreciate Peter for his welcoming, 
helpful, sober and friendly nature. As an 
added feature of his scintillating 
personality I also discovered he was a 
passionate Hawthorn supporter. Need I 
say more?  
I learned that he had been unsuccessful 
in getting a ticket to the big game, 
however, by sheer luck, a spare ticket 
had come my way. I offered it to Peter 
and he accepted. Finally, the big day 
arrived.  
Just prior to the first bounce, Peter arrived (dressed appropriately in 
his magnificently colourful Hawthorn attire) and took his seat beside 
me. He was sitting at the end of the aisle just beside a walkway 
which separated him from another mass of onlookers, one of whom 
just happened to be an Essendon supporter in full red and black 
regalia.  
Their respective eyes met and polite Peter said something as 
innocuous as “hello” to which the Essendon supporter retorted with 
words to the effect of “I can’t stand Hawthorn or anything to do 
with it”  
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THE STAGE WAS SET:  
Peter’s eyes narrowed; his entire body 
began to transform into something 
resembling the Incredible Hulk as he let 
this unsuspecting idiot have it. This was 
white line fever at its best, and it was now 
being played out in the grandstand. Peter 
was infected.  His Jeckel and Hyde 
moment had arrived.  
The mild and mannered man I thought I 
knew had turned into a monster.  I cringed 
and hung my head in embarrassment 
(although on reflection I now realize my 
emotion was one of admiration). 
After 100 minutes of play the game was 
over, and with a mildly disdainful glance at 
the Essendon fan, Peter quietly left the 
arena.  
What a true Hawk.  
Happy 80th Peter.  

Marty  
(John Kennedy Snr. and Leigh Matthews 
also send their warm regards).  
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1  How many species of native mammals live in 
Victoria?  
a). 54    b). 78    c). 139  

2. How many species of kangaroo live in Victoria?  
3. What is another name for the spot-tailed quoll?  

a). norther quoll  
b). eastern quoll  
c). tiger quoll  

4. What is a baby dolphin called?  
a). pup      b). calf      c). puggle  

5. Which mammal is the faunal emblem of Victoria?  
a). Southern brown bandicoot 
b). brush tailed possum  
c.) leadbeaters possum  

6.  Both found in Victoria, the platypus and the 
echidna, belong to which group of mammals?  
a). Marsupial  
b). Monotreme 
c). Placental  

7.  How many species of possum are found in Victoria?  
8.  What is the largest mammal found in Victoria?  
9.  Which mammal proudly displays piled of cub-

shaped poo?  
10.  What is the different between sea lions and seals?  
11.  What Victorian bat is named after a tasty treat?  
12. What kind of animals would you be if you were 

called "agile", "dusky" or "yellow footed"  

How well do you know Victoria's marvellous mammals?  

The Librarian’s approach to dealing with COVID-19 
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Test Your Brain  
ALZHEIMER'S EYE TEST   

   

  Count every 'F' in the following text:   

FINISHED FILES ARE THE RE  
SULT OF YEARS OF SCIENTI   
FIC STUDY COMBINED WITH  

THE EXPERIENCE OF YEARS...   
 

HOW MANY ?   
WRONG, THERE ARE 6  -- no joke.   

READ IT AGAIN !  
Really, go back and try to find the 6 F's 

before  you scroll down.  
 

The reasoning behind is further down.   
The brain cannot process  'OF'.  

    Incredible or what? Go back 
and look again!!   

Anyone who counts all 6 'F's' on the first go 
is a genius!    

Three is normal, four is 
quite rare.  

I wonder if, in true Captain’s tradition, he 
would have insisted on going down with the 

ship? 

Find the camel. 
The test of the head is to find a camel.: it’s a test to see 
who can develop Alzheimer’s.  Doctors say those who find 
the camel will be far from developing Alzheimer’s. 
[or so it’s been sent on to me—no undertakings are made 
herewith.  Ed.] 
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Letters to the Editor 
In a few short weeks we've seen how healthcare 
workers, truck drivers, cleaners and grocery store 
employees are more important than AFL players, 
actors, and the supposedly famous. 
Maybe now society will realize we can make it 
without celebrities and professional sports, but we 
can’t make it without farmers and pastoralists. 

Marty’s 
Playground 

Schoolchildren Howlers 
In the Olympic games, Greeks ran races, jumped, hurled 
the biscuits and threw the java. 
Eventually, the Romans conquered the Greeks.  History 
calls people Romans because they never stayed in one 
place for very long.   
Julius Caesar extinguished himself on the battlefields of 
Gaul.  The Ides of March murdered him because they 
thought he was going to be made king.  Dying, he gasped 
out “Tee Hee Brutus” 
Ten Collective Nouns 
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 5. 
(1)Bushel (2) seige (3) bask (4) murder (5) parcel (6) pack 

(7) pod (8) drove (9) flight (10) raft 

Now try the next 10: 
1. A …………..of Eagles 
2. A …………..of Elephants 
3. A …………..of Elk 
4. A……………of Emus 
5. A ……….….of Ferrets 
6. A…………....of Finches 
7. A …………..of  Fish 
8. A …………..of Flamingoes 
9. A…………...of Flies 
10. A……………of Foxes  

Grey Matter Weekly 6 

Estate Agents 

278 High Street,  
Kew 3101 

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on  
9854 8888.      cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au  

I was a bit worried about people ‘social 
distancing’ when I go shopping so I dug out my 
shopping bag from last year’s holiday. Problem 
solved! 

Now people don’t just keep 1.5 metres away, 
they actually cross the road and run! Definition of irony:  

Petrol under one dollar a litre and no place to go. 

8 


